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LOGLINE 
 
The laWeVW docXmenWaU\ fUom OVcaU�-nominaWed diUecWoU HXbeUW SaXSeU iV an immeUViYe 
SoUWUaiW of ³XWoSian´ CXba and iWV UeVilienW SeoSle a cenWXU\ afWeU Whe e[SloVion of Whe USS 
Maine in HaYana, Whe eYenW WhaW XVheUed in Whe AmeUican EmSiUe alongVide a modeUn foUm 
of ZoUld conTXeVW: cinema iWVelf. 
 
 
SYNOPSIS 
 
FUom ZoUld-UenoZned filmmakeU HXbeUW SaXSeU ² diUecWoU of SXndance ZinneU WE COME 
AS FRIENDS and Whe OVcaU�-nominaWed DARWIN¶S NIGHTMARE ² comeV EPICENTRO, 
an immeUViYe and meWaShoUical SoUWUaiW of SoVW-colonial, ³XWoSian´ CXba, ZheUe Whe 1898 
e[SloVion of Whe USS Maine VWill UeVonaWeV. ThiV Big Bang ended SSaniVh colonial 
dominance in Whe AmeUicaV and XVheUed in Whe eUa of Whe AmeUican EmSiUe. AW Whe Vame 
Wime and Slace, a SoZeUfXl Wool of conTXeVW ZaV boUn: cinema aV SUoSaganda. In 
EPICENTRO, SaXSeU e[SloUeV a cenWXU\ of inWeUYenWioniVm and m\Wh-making WogeWheU ZiWh 
Whe e[WUaoUdinaU\ SeoSle of HaYana ² SaUWicXlaUl\ iWV childUen, Zho he callV ³\oXng 
SUoSheWV" ² Wo inWeUUogaWe Wime, imSeUialiVm and cinema iWVelf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HUBERT SAUPER 
 
HXbeUW SaXSeU ZaV boUn in KiW]b�hel in Whe T\Uolian AlSV and foU Whe SaVW WZo decadeV haV 
been baVed in FUance afWeU liYing in GUeaW BUiWain, IWal\, UniWed SWaWeV, Tan]ania, Congo, 
and SoXWh SXdan. SaXSeU iV knoZn foU hiV Vocio-SoliWical docXmenWaU\ filmV Zhich haYe 
gaUneUed oYeU fifW\ majoU inWeUnaWional SUi]eV inclXding aW BeUlin, Venice, SXndance, Whe 
EXUoSean Film Academ\ AZaUd, Whe AXVWUian Academ\ AZaUd, aV Zell aV Whe FUench 
³CeVaU." He UeceiYed an Academ\ AZaUd� nominaWion foU DARWIN¶S NIGHTMARE​ ​(2004), 
a docXmenWaU\ VSoWlighWing Whe enYiUonmenWal imSacW of Whe fiVhing indXVWU\ in Whe fUagile 
Tan]anian ecoV\VWem, and ZaV laVW aW SXndance ZiWh WE COME AS FRIENDS (2014), 
Zhich focXVeV on Whe ZaU conflicW among Whe SXdaneVe and ZaV aZaUded a SSecial JXU\ 
AZaUd aW Whe feVWiYal. 

SaXSeU haV ZoUked aV a YiViWing SUofeVVoU aW man\ film VchoolV and XniYeUViWieV aUoXnd Whe 
ZoUld, among Whem HaUYaUd, Yale, UCLA, ColXmbia UniYeUViW\, ColoUado UniYeUViW\, 
UniYeUVidad de CaUacaV, UniYeUVidad de la HaYana, FEMIS (FUench film Vchool), MoVcoZ 
InWeUnaWional Film School, IVWanbXl UniYeUViW\, SoXWheUn MediWeUUanean Cinema School, Whe 
AfUican inWeUnaWional film Vchool in MaUUakech (ESAV), Whe AXVWUian Film Academ\, and Whe 
InWeUnaWional Film School (EICTV) in HaYana, CXba. He iV a membeU of Whe Academ\ of 
MoWion PicWXUe AUWV and ScienceV, Whe EXUoSean Film Academ\, and Academie FUancaiVe 
dX Cinema. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
INTERVIEW WITH HUBERT SAUPER 
 
WRXOG \RX Va\ WKaW EPICENTRO LV FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK \RXU SUHYLRXV ZRUN, ERWK VW\OLVWLFaOO\ 
aQG LQ \RXU QaUUaWLYH LPSXOVH? WKaW aUH WKH UHFXUULQJ WKHPHV? 
 
AV a filmmakeU, I VimSl\ WUanVlaWe Whe ZoUld aV I am able Wo Vee iW ² and hoZ iW moYeV me ² 
inWo ³imageV WhaW moYe.´ I WU\ Wo challenge mainVWUeam Whinking. I challenge Whe aUUoganW 
naUUaWiYe of SoZeU ZiWh cinema. IW iV in a Za\ eaV\ foU me Wo do WhiV, being SUiYileged Wo ZoUk 
oYeU long SeUiodV of Wime in ViWXaWionV and SlaceV ZheUe feZ SeoSle Zind XS in ³noUmal life 
ciUcXmVWanceV.´ In all m\ filmV Whe ³liWWle hXmanV´ WhaW Ze call childUen aUe big VWaUV. I Vee Whem 
aV liWWle SUoSheWV, WUXWh WelleUV ± WhaW¶V ZhaW Whe\ aUe. WaWching a \oXng SeUVon e[Slain Whe ZoUld 
iV ofWen deeSeU and moUe honeVW, eYen VmaUWeU, eYen moUe illXminaWing e[SeUience Whan 
ZaWching academicV oU SoliWicianV ZiWh bookVhelYeV in Whe backgUoXnd. We Whe aXdience of a 
film, ³aUe´ Whe child Ze ZaWch. We aUe Ueminded of Whe WUXWh VSeakeU Ze all ZeUe, and can be. 
We look aW and liVWen Wo a child, eYen fUom a diffeUenW conWinenW oU claVV, and Ze look SUofoXndl\ 
aW oXUVelYeV.  
  
TKLV LV a ILOP WKaW GLUHFWO\ HQJaJHV ZLWK APHULFaQ KLVWRU\ aQG LGHRORJ\ aV ZHOO. IV WKaW a 
OaUJH SaUW RI ZKaW GUHZ \RX WR PaNLQJ WKH ILOP? CaQ \RX VSHaN a OLWWOH aERXW \RXU RZQ 
UHOaWLRQVKLS WR APHULFa? 
 
I ZaV a child in Whe laWe ¶60V in Whe AXVWUian AlSV, and Whe VSiUiWV of Whe ThiUd Reich ZeUe VWill 
SalSable in WhoVe naUUoZ Yalle\V. AW leaVW half of all Whe adXlWV aUoXnd me had liYed and VeUYed 
in Na]i GeUman\. EYen WhoXgh nobod\ ValXWed HiWleU an\moUe, Whe demonV ZeUe aliYe. AW Whe 
age of 18, I lefW aV a ³SoliWical UefXgee,´ UXnning foU m\ life, aZa\ fUom ZhaW caXVed me Woo mXch 
angXiVh. IW iV iUonic WhaW WhiV bUeaWhWaking, beaXWifXl land of moXnWainV and glacieUV, lakeV and 
foUeVWV ZaV EXUoSe¶V ³heaUW of daUkneVV´. AW leaVW WhiV iV hoZ I SeUceiYed iW. M\ SaUenWV Uan a 
beaXWifXl liWWle moXnWain inn, and Whe\ VSoke man\ langXageV. One da\, m\ dad befUiended a 
high-Uanking geneUal of Whe U.S. AiU FoUce, one of Whe commandeUV aW FUankfXUW Rhein Main 
aiUbaVe. ThiV baVe in GeUman\ ZaV one of Whe moVW imSoUWanW hXbV beWZeen AmeUica and 
VieWnam Zhen Whe VhiW hiW Whe fan. The geneUal ZoXld Vend delegaWionV of USAF SeUVonnel and 
bombeU SiloWV (afWeU Whe\ had WhUoZn naSalm and agenW oUange on SeoSle in VieWnam) Wo Whe 
AXVWUian AlSV Wo Uela[ among moXnWain SeoSle. AV a child m\ ³neZ noUmal´ ZaV liYing in m\ 
SaUenWV¶ famil\ hoWel ZiWh ³cUa]\ AmeUicanV´ in a Yillage VWXck in Wime ZiWh old Na]iV eYeU\ZheUe. 
The colliVion of ZoUldV coXld haUdl\ haYe been moUe dUaVWic. M\ dad alZa\V Ueminded me WhaW 
³ZhaW \oX Vee iV noW alZa\V ZhaW \oX Whink iW iV.´ When \oX Vee a Yillage in Whe VXn ZiWh floZeUV 
on eYeU\ balcon\ and SeoSle Vinging T\Uolean VongV, iW iV haUd Wo Whink of Whe omniSUeVenW 
ab\VV. So in a ZeiUd Za\, I ³gUeZ XS in AmeUica.´ LaWeU, in m\ WZenWieV, I liYed and ZoUked in 
ColoUado and CalifoUnia. EXUoSeanV and AmeUicanV aUe mXch moUe VimilaU Whan Whe\ ZoXld like 
Wo Whink, aW WheiU beVW and WheiU ZoUVW. 
 



DRPLQaWLRQ aQG WKH FRORQLaO PLQGVHW aUH aOZa\V XQGHU VFUXWLQ\ LQ \RXU ILOPV. TKH\ RIIHU 
ZLQGRZV LQWR KLVWRU\. HRZ GRHV EPICENTRO UHIOHFW RQ RXU FXUUHQW ZRUOG SROLWLFV, aQG 
PRUH VSHFLILFaOO\, APHULFaQ JHR-SROLWLFV? 
  
EPICENTRO iV CXba. ThiV beaXWifXl iVland iV Whe eSicenWeU of Whe AmeUicaV, in man\ Za\V. 
GeogUaShicall\, iW¶V in Whe YeU\ cenWeU beWZeen noUWh and VoXWh. PoliWicall\, iW¶V aW Whe cUoVVUoadV 
of caSiWaliVm and commXniVm. HiVWoUicall\, iW¶V been Whe eSicenWeU of SSaniVh AmeUica aV Zell aV 
Whe nXcleXV of US-AmeUican e[SanVioniVm. The fiUVW U.S. flag Wo be UaiVed oYeUVeaV ZaV in 
FebUXaU\ 1898 on a hill oYeUlooking GXanWinamo Ba\. To me WhiV e[SlainV Zh\ GXanWinamo 
Zill neYeU be giYen back Wo CXba. IW¶V V\mbolicall\ Woo imSoUWanW foU Whe emSiUe. HaYana iWVelf iV 
a liYing indicWmenW of AmeUican hiVWoU\, a ZindoZ inWo Wime. IW iV noW VXUSUiVing WhaW AmeUicanV 
aUe Vo chaUmed and h\SnoWi]ed b\ Whe beaXW\ of HaYana [ZiWh] iWV billboaUdV fUom Whe 1950V and 
Whe ama]ing AmeUican aUchiWecWXUe and old caUV, Zhich haYe been on Whe Uoad 80-SlXV \eaUV. 
Some SeoSle dUeam aboXW ³making CXba gUeaW again.´ A famoXV AmeUican Ueal eVWaWe W\coon 
haV long Slanned a WoZeU ZiWh hiV name on iW. IW¶V Whe ³T-ZoUd´« I don¶W ZanW Wo VSell iW. When 
\oX Whink WhaW moVW of Whe hoWel WoZeUV on Whe Malecon Vea SUomenade ZeUe made b\ Whe Mafia 
kingV in Whe 50¶V, Zhen \oX Whink WhaW WheiU ³Ueligion´ ZaV abXVe of SoZeU, lX[XU\, gambling, 
SUoVWiWXWion « hiVWoU\ VeemV like a diUW\ UXnning gag. 
 
PXWWLQJ WKH UROH RI ILOP aQG PHGLa LQ a FRQWHPSRUaU\ VRFLaO-SROLWLFaO FRQWH[W, FaQ \RX WaON 
a ELW aERXW WKH KLVWRU\ RI PRYLH LPaJHV aV a SROLWLFaO WRRO, aV SURSaJaQGa ² aW OHaVW aV LW 
UHOaWHV WR WKH ILOP? 
 
MoYing imageV don¶W UeflecW hiVWoU\ Woda\, Whe\ ARE hiVWoU\. WhaW coXnWV iV noW ³ZhaW haSSened 
in hiVWoU\´, bXW hoZ iW iV UemembeUed on film. Cinema iV mXch moUe Whan memoU\ -  iW iV 
SUoShec\. A Vmall e[amSle I WUied Wo highlighW in EPICENTRO: GeoUge MpliqV¶ 1902 ³Vcience 
ficWion´ film A TRIP TO THE MOON. The UockeW inWo VSace, VcienWiVWV VWeSSing on Whe moon aV 
Whe\ Vee Whe eaUWh UiVe, Whe UeWXUn b\ SaUachXWe inWo Whe ocean, a big SaUade in Whe ciW\ Wo 
celebUaWe Whe VSace WUaYeleUV. All WhiV ZaV enYiVioned b\ JXleV VeUne and MpliqV, and NASA 
WXUned Whe SUoShec\ inWo Whe Ueal Whing Vi[W\-Vi[ \eaUV laWeU. Cinema iV a VoUW of Velf-fXlfilling 
SUoShec\. MoYing imageV ³SUogUam´ oXU mindV, and oXU fXWXUe, Vo WhaW VhoXld make XV Whink 
WZice aboXW ZhaW Ze SXW on VcUeenV. IndXVWUial cinema made in Holl\Zood and oWheU SlaceV iV 
VXch an oYeUZhelming bXVineVV; Whe oSSoUWXniW\ oYeUUideV moVW UeflecWionV of WhiV VoUW. The 
bUainleVV machine Ze cUeaWe comeV back Wo haXnW XV. MaVV VhooWingV dXUing a maVV VhooWing 
moYie and Whe SooU jeUk ZiWh a machine gXn VhoXWing, ³ThiV iV foU Ueal!´ I don¶W knoZ ZhaW Wo Va\ 
an\ moUe. ThiV iV ³Ueal d\VWoSia.´ 
 
AV a EXURSHaQ ILOPPaNHU VKRRWLQJ LQ SOaFHV OLNH CXEa aQG AIULFa, KRZ GR \RX VHH \RXU 
RZQ UROH RU UHVSRQVLELOLW\ aV aQ LPaJH-PaNHU LQ OLJKW RI WKLV? 
 
Well, of coXUVe I am a SeUVon fUom Whe conWinenW WhaW oYeUWhUeZ moVW of Whe SlaneW¶V ancienW 
cXlWXUeV and UeligionV b\ coloni]ing landV, XSUooWing belief V\VWemV, and caUU\ing oXW genocide. 
And WhiV blood\ conTXeVW haV neYeU ended, conWUaU\ Wo ZhaW Ze ZoXld SUefeU Wo Well oXUVelYeV. 



WE COME AS FRIENDS, m\ moYie befoUe EPICENTRO, deSicWV WhiV global SUoblem. When iW 
comeV Wo m\ Za\ of filming, I WU\ Wo Vee Whe ZoUld WhUoXgh a UedXced SUiVm, a micUo XniYeUVe: I 
am a hXman Zho ³lookV in Whe e\eV´ of oWheU hXmanV, meaning I look ³aW oXUVelYeV´ ± 
UegaUdleVV of oUigin and coloU of Vkin. The common denominaWoU beWZeen a WUibeVman in Whe 
SXdan and Vome Sale gX\ ZiWh a cameUa like m\Velf VeemV VlighW. BXW Zhen WhiV SeUVon lookV 
inWo m\ e\eV, WellV heU oU hiV VWoU\ and Ze connecW, When Whe Win\ cameUa beWZeen XV iV VimSl\ a 
deYice Wo ZiWneVV WhiV link, noW oXU diffeUence. The aXdience of a film can feel WhiV, ZiWhoXW an\ 
doXbW. M\ YeU\ fiUVW film in AfUica ZaV giYen a ³label´ b\ one of Whe faWheUV of Whe NoXYelle 
VagXe, Jean RoXch. He called KISANGANI DIARY Whe daZn of a neZ foUm of cinema: ³cinema 
dX lien´ ± Whe cinema of conWacW.´ 
  
EaFK RI WKH ILOPV \RX KaYH PaGH SRVVHVVHV LWV RZQ VWURQJ FKaUaFWHU aQG LV FUHaWHG ZLWK 
\RXU GHHSO\ SHUVRQaO aQG aXWKHQWLF YLVLRQ: WKH UHVXOW LV WUXO\ RULJLQaO ZRUNV RI QRQ-ILFWLRQ 
WKaW QRQHWKHOHVV IHHO YHU\ FORVH WR ³G\VWRSLaQ ILFWLRQ´. 
 
I ZiVh d\VWoSia ZaV ficWion. Of Whe VSecWUXm of all co- e[iVWing UealiWieV Ze Vee a Vmall SaUW. We 
Vee ZhaW Ze can, ZhaW Ze ZanW Wo Vee, and ZhaW iV VhoZn Wo XV. AV a nonficWion filmmakeU, m\ 
WaVk iV noW Wo ³VhoZ UealiW\ aV iW iV.´ ThaW makeV no VenVe, iW doeV noW e[iVW. I cUeaWe a ZoUld ± a 
moYie ± Zhich conViVWV of Ueal SeoSle in WheiU Ueal enYiUonmenW, aV WhemVelYeV. The\ offeU XV 
WheiU landVcaSe of WhoXghWV and dUeamV ± oU nighWmaUeV. In EPICENTRO, WhoXgh, I WUied Wo 
UeflecW on WheVe ama]ing and oSSoVing WeUmV, ³XWoSia´ and ³d\VWoSia´ and WhXV b\ focXVing on 
CXban VocieW\ aV a caVe VWXd\. The book ​UWRSia ​, ZUiWWen b\ ThomaV MoUe, aSSeaUed in Whe 
Zake of ColXmbXV¶ ³diVcoYeU\´ of AmeUica. I Whink iW iV ama]ing WhaW Whe oWheUZoUld XWoSia ± 
meaning a good Slace and a none[iVWenW Slace aW once ± emeUged aW Whe Vame momenW aV Whe 
³neZ ZoUld.´ AlWhoXgh I did noW ZanW Wo VSell oXW WhiV WhoXghW in Whe film, Whe XWoSian idea of Whe 
AmeUican dUeam can alVo WXUn inWo iWV d\VWoSian oSSoViWe. ThiV iV Whe caVe in Whe maUginV of Whe 
emSiUe. BXW Whe aUW of cinema can do magic, iW can WUanVfoUm facWXal knoZledge inWo VomeWhing 
VXSeUioU...e[SeUience!  
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AERXW KINO LORBER 
WiWh a libUaU\ of oYeU 2,800 WiWleV, Kino LoUbeU Inc. haV been a leadeU in indeSendenW aUW hoXVe diVWUibXWion                   
foU 35 \eaUV, UeleaVing 30 filmV SeU \eaU WheaWUicall\ XndeU iWV Kino LoUbeU, Kino ReSeUWoU\ and AliYe Mind                  
Cinema banneUV, gaUneUing VeYen Academ\ AZaUd� nominaWionV in nine \eaUV. In addiWion, Whe comSan\              
bUingV oYeU 350 WiWleV \eaUl\ Wo Whe home enWeUWainmenW and edXcaWional maUkeWV WhUoXgh Sh\Vical and               
digiWal media UeleaVeV. WiWh an e[Sanding famil\ of diVWUibXWed labelV, Kino LoUbeU handleV UeleaVeV in               
ancillaU\ media foU ZeiWgeiVW FilmV, CaUloWWa USA, AdoSW FilmV, GUeenZich EnWeUWainmenW, RaUo Video, and              
oWheUV, Slacing Sh\Vical WiWleV WhUoXgh all ZholeVale, UeWail, and diUecW Wo conVXmeU channelV, aV Zell aV                
diUecW digiWal diVWUibXWion WhUoXgh oYeU 40 OTT VeUYiceV inclXding all majoU TVOD and SVOD SlaWfoUmV. In                
2019, Whe comSan\ laXnched iWV neZ aUW hoXVe digiWal channel Kino NoZ Zhich feaWXUeV oYeU 1000 WiWleV                 
fUom Whe acclaimed Kino LoUbeU libUaU\. In UeVSonVe Wo Whe COVID-19 Sandemic, Whe Kino MaUTXee               
iniWiaWiYe ZaV laXnched in 2020 SioneeUing "YiUWXal WheaWUical" UeleaVeV of aUW hoXVe filmV ZiWh UeYenXe               
VhaUeV WhaW alloZV aXdienceV Wo VXSSoUW almoVW 400 local indeSendenW WheaWeUV. 



 
 
 


